| COA FARTHER 
VINDICATION 
| OF THE 
PRESENT GOVER NMENT 

OF THE i; 
 CHURCH«SCOTLAND, 0] 


M DC LXXXXI. 


fs 3» | . E F24 Fo ; 
C OL acre ht RBIGHD E0a4 racks can <C [ladfr ous Pp Jf. [ 
- nw" -- A : : 

FP & V Re - "WE Gates at «7 / /. ; 


[4 - Wn P a » 
She ff 12%. # {age 2 tected Cc, $a. www þ 46 
# = 


3 


= Ss A _— "— - 
Rs LAIRD wha es; DES 0. GRE 
. 


A FARTHER 


V INDICATION 


PRESENT GOVERNMENT 


OF THE 


CHURCH 9f SCOTLAND), 


Eſtabliſhed in a Presbyterian Parity, from ſome miltakes 
about it's Nature, and Native Conſequences. 


OCCASIONED 


By the Apologie publiſhed for Presbyreric, in the year 1689. 
And by = hath ſince enſued in this Church and 
Kingdom | 


Here appeared inpublick in the Summer, 163g 
a Print intituled an Apology for Presbytery, 
for remoying prejudices z wherein the true 

ounds of Presbyterian Government, from 

) our Lords Inſtitution of a Golpe! Miniſtery, 

and the firſt and pure practices of hisApoſtles, 

in gathering Goſpel-Churches, and the Na- 
ture and Union of the Churches were clear- 
AD) ly and ſoberly held forth as far as was judged 
neceflary for the above mentioned Defign. And on thele grounds 
the Author did proceed to remove ſuci. prejudices as he obſerved to 
be then ſtirring 1n oppaſition to the re-eſtablichment of Pre-bytery 
within this Church,viz, That it was Imperwm in Imperio, retuling due 
SubjeRion eo the Civil Magiſtrate, "That Presbyterian Afinaſters do 
B 


often 


F 


pm 
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(2) 
often transpreſs in medling beyond their Zine with State Aﬀairs, And 
that the ſeveriry of the Diſcipline of Presbyrery is Intolerable , ten- 
ging for the ua part to deſtruCtion rather than Edi fication. And cer- 
' rainly,if ſome mens minds on both fides had not been too ſtrongly pre- 
poficiled, the ſolid allaying and qualifying anſwers thereto given in 
that paper,(whereof no doubt there are many copies yet extant, )might 
have brought matters to a reaſonable and happy temper ; but good and 
reat works are never ſuddenly accomplished, and many things have 
Ellen out ſince that picce was published, that plainly diſcover,that tho? 
this Apologie hath gone a great _ to rake off rhe prejudices 
#painſt rhe Goyernmenr of the Church in Parity without a Prelacy ; 
yet a great deal remains, not only from ſome practices of that Go- 
vernment in former times when they were in power, which 1s much 
herg'1tned by the recent carriages of ſome Presbyterian Miniſters, bur 
even from the unclearneſs and uncertainty of the conſtitution and 
frame of Presbyterian Goverament; The A/inilters never having had 
{o long tranquility in that Government, that they could {uffictently 
dilplay the extent of it, for though there were Books of Diſcipline- 
prepared, y=t they came never to be fully ſettled and brought in exer- 
Cilc. 'I'he Church hath cenſured ſome vices and Scandals, but hath 
nor determined how far that cenſure doth reach, or whether ever 
crime or transgreſſion may be judicially cognoſced and determined by 
the Church Aſﬀemblies, and where the Stand should be, and upon 
what convincing reaſon of difference, the extent and manner of Ap- 
peales have not been fully defined, nor the power of Delepates aCti 
by Commiſſion from the Aflemblies ot the Church, much leſs _ 
the limits been cleared between the Crvil and Eccleſiaſtick Authority, 
that neither of them might-mcroach upon the other. 
It is very fit that theſe and many other things of the like Nature 
were cleared, and rational dedutions made from that Parity which 
hath been acknowledyed, and owned, by the Aﬀemblies of this Church 
fince the Reformation thereof from Popery,; eſpecially now when the 
far greateſt part of the Miniſters who had any conſiderable time ro At 
in Presbyterian Government are dead; Many of wiuch were eminent 
ror Piety Prudence and Learming, and when many are now brought 
in who have had' no experience inthe Government or Diſcipline of 
the Church; and thovgh they be ſufficiently. convinced againſt a 
, | Prelacy 
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Prelacy, yet have had neither time nor opportunity toattaine * Poli- 
tive and diſtin knowledge of the Government of the Church in pa- 
rity; whereby the People may be aftraid of an Arbritrary Govern- 
ment in the Church , which is ſo much more dangerous than in the 
Rate, as the being impoſed upon in the juſt liberty of conſcience, 1s 
more elves, them to-be nopoled upon, 1n the liberty of mens Per- 
ſons, or Eſtates. 

Ir 1s fit then , for preventing or curing of prejudices,to oblerve that 
difference which 1s acknowledged in all Goyernments Sacred or Civil 
between theſe Actings of Governours, which are conſequent from, 
and ſutable tothe Government they att by , and theſe which debord 
there from, and are incongruous thereunto; and between theſe —_ 
that muſt be done in extraordinary caſes inan unſet|'dChurch,and theſe 
things which may be dorie, when the ſame is eſtabiished,and in order. 

hat theſe differences may be known, it 15 neceflar to conſider the 
divine delign in conſtituting the Civil , and Eccleſiaſtical Govern- 
ment; The Civil Government 1s inſtitute for the peace and proſperity 


of Civil Societies, wherein the common intereſt of-mankind(asto their 


outward State ) 1s the firſt and Ruling Principle, and which reacheth 
only the outward man; "The Eccleſ altick Government hath for its 
defign the inward Condition of man, 1o farr as can be reached by 
man, tharthey may become deveted unto God, and that they may 
be Holy, and Eternally Happy. The ſame things are endeavoured by 
both Governments, but unto diverſe ends, and by diverſe means : tlie 
Civil Powers Ought to incourage men to doe well, and to punish evil 
doers, and to give every man his rightin his outward enjoyments» 


. thatthe Civil Society may live in peace and proſperity. And therefore 


Civil Authority doth alone carry the Sword, and all the exerciſe of 
active lawfull ” Anat hath the power of making Laws,not only De« 
— by the Light and Law of rational nature, written in Mans 
heart; but Statutory, 1n ordering things convenient, whereby they 
have great Influence upon the liberty and Eſtates of men. 

The Eccleſiaſtical power 1s delighed ro gain men to God, and to 
make them Holy, that they may become Happy ; It harh no power 
of the Sword, or of any Bodily force , And the chiet part of Church- 
mens Commuſion is <learly.held forth by the Apoſtle Paul in theſe 
words.. tO wit, That God wes in Chriſt Reconciling the World unto Him 
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(4) 
ſelf, not imputing their Treſpaſs unto them, and hath committed 
wnto us ( the Munflers of the Geſpel ) the word of Reconcltation. 
Now then We are Ambaſſadors for Chraft, as though God did beſeech 
you by us , we Pray you mChrifis lead be ye Reconciled unto God. 
They are Ambaſſadors or Meſſeogers for Chriſt, they are not Plenj- 
potentiaries who may order what they pn and though they tranl- 
greſs their InſtruCti ons, the hazard is only their own , but they are ſe- 
cure with whom they aCt. Bur the Miniſters haye their Inſtruftions pa- 
tent toall in the word of God, by wluch they doe profeſs themſelves 
Servants of the People , tor Chriſts take , andas Miniſters they have 
the only application of the Ordinances according to the Divine Inſti- 
tution, in Preaching according to the word, and Adminiſtrating the 
Sacraments, in order to which the commiſſion given by Cliriſt to his 
Apoſtles is contained in the end of the Goſpel of the Evangeliſt Aar- 
thew , mn theſe terms, Go ye therefore and teach. (or make Diſci- 
ples of ) «ll Nations, Baptizing them in the Name of the Father, of 
the Son, andofthe Holy Ghoſt , teaching them to obey all. things 


whatſcever { have Commanded you, And lo I am wubyou even unto the 


end of the World. There were then no more Miniſters of the Goſpel 
but the Eleven Apoſtles, and therefore this Commiſſion could not 
be tothem alone, nor in their Apoſtolick Capacity, for then no.other 
but Apoſtles could Teach and Baprize , but the Apoſtolick Character 
and their difterence from other Miniſters was,that they were 1mmedi- 
atly inſtitute by Chriſt, and to be his ſpecial Eye-Wutnefles as is evi- 
dent from the firſt Chapter of the A&s, and the Apoſtle Paw! his V an- 
dicating ot his Apoſtleship , that he had ſeen the Lord, and was un- 
medians called and inſtitute an Apoſtle, and to be his witneſs in an 
extraordinary way, as was Mathiangn eleftion of whom from among theſe 
that had converſed with the Lord ; the Apoſiles prayed to him, who knew 


the hearts of all men,to make the chouce of one to be a witneſs of hs Reſurrett- . 


on by the Lot. 

Thele Apoſtles aCted as a Colledge or Society of Miniſters, which 
dieth not, but do Co-optat new Members as they ſee conyenient, 
whom they may exauctorate when they hind they baye miſtaken, or 
do not anſwer the qualifications neceſlar. | 

The Apoſtles did afterward by divine warrand inſtitute other EL- 


ders belade the Preaching Miniſters , and Deacons » for the-ſeryice - 
the 
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(5) 
the Church, but neither of thoſe had equal Power with the Minifters, 
the Commiſſions ro the Miniſters of the Goſpel puny, hey ſame 
breath giyen unto all, every one had the ſame Powers, when atting 
ſeverally,and the ſame Powers,when acting joyntly in Church Aﬀem- 
blies, who being in Society by the very nature of their Commiſſion, 
the minor part behooved to ytild unto the major part, as an undifol- 
vable Society, which none of them might abandon,during life,albeir in 
other Societies the minor part may diſſent, and lo dilolve the Soctery. 


\ This parity of Suffrage is conſiſtent enough with imparity of 


arts or qualifications, whereby ſome may be more able to perſwade, 
bo not allowedto impoſe, ſo that the ſufterages are equal; But even 
theſe collegiat Actings areMiniſterial;and they can impole nothing'on 
theirBrethren to be believed,or done as beingReligious, but that which 
is requiſit for their Holineſs and happinels, and wherein they war 
rantably may {ay , Thwſaith the Lord, which doth nor exclude mar- 
ters of meer order,wherein they may alſo determine according to pru- 
dence, without any pretence of « Religious impreſſion, and by that Autho- 
rity which is implied in the nature of a Society. 

Itall the Mininſters of the Goſpel were Aſſembled together, the 
major part would over-rule the minor , not fo, as to oblidge to aprove: 
what they determined , bur in reverence and lilence toſubmirt, ſo 
long as the neceſſaries for Holineſs and aj 14 were retained, as to 
which expreſs aflent muſt be required, and had. þ 

It was not , nor could not be the Divine deſigr that there should be 
Aflemblies of the whole Miniſters of the Churcubot that they should 
Communicate their Judgments, and orders, fo far as conveniently rhey 
could : whence ariſe National Churches , when the Soveraign Au- 
thority of a Nation approves or permits a Church within their 
bounds. | 

Ir 18 net inthe Arbitriment of the Miniſters to joyn with other Mi- 
aiſters where they have ſuch opportunity , or not to joyn at their 
pleaſure , but they are oblidged , not only ſeveraly bur joyntly to ex- 
erce the Miniſterial fun&tion , nor can ſuch Societies nite thoſe 
who are qualified Miniſters, and wouldjoyn. | 

'T hat the minor part of the Minſters should ſubmirt to the major 

part of them, is not only conſequent from the nature of an indilel- 
vahle Society, but has expreſs and particular Divine Authocity, The 
as ; | 
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(6) 
Spirits of the Prophets. are ſubje to the Prophets, for God is the God 


' of Order and net of Canfu/ion, where, by Prophets are nor to be un- 


derſtood thoſe who have the extraordinary gut of Prophcſie,for in ſuch 
a&ts of Prophelying no Prophet is ſubject to the Spirit 'of any 0- 
ther, asthe young Prophet who yeelding tothe old Prophet in Ifrael, 
pretendinga contrary inſpiration, did find his Errour tothe extraor. 
dinary Joſe ot his Life by a Lyon, but Propheſjing doth frequently, 
and in this place ſignify teaching , and the Order recommended im- 
plies the overrule of the plurality, without which there can be- no 
order. | Be | = 
This national Church has generally held this parity amongſt the 
Miniſters of the Goſpe], that every one of them had the ſame Au- 
thority, and did lie under the fame 1ndiſpenlable duty in all the Mini- 
ſerial Offices, apart, or in Aſſemblies, and that the Office of a Prolo. 
cutor, Moderator or Preſident, is a matter of meer Order, common to 
every Society, ſo that though no Prof6curor were Conſtitute,it would 
not invalidat any aCt by the pluralitys-yet it 18 far more convenient to 
preyent Confuſion and Altecation, that all dire& their ſpeechto One 
perſon » Who 1s ſo far from having any advantage in his (offrape, that 
ordinarly he hath the laſt , yet there appeareththat difference in pre- 
ſiding in,rhis and other Societies , that the Moderator should nct 
forbear l1s vote,though thereby an equality of fuftrages ariſe, where- 
by nothing sheuld be done'in thatcaſe , and on the other hand, he 
should have no more a Negative vote than any other Member , yea 
there is go inconvenience, that in Church Aſſemblies a Concluſon 
Should not be alwayes taken, where the difterence of the Afhrmative 
or Negative Members js but one, or a few Votes, unleſs it were in- 
Sipenfably necef{ary to have a preſent determination. | 
The Judgment of this Church ſince the Reformation, hath Gene- 
rally been for this Pariry in the Miniſters of the Goſpel, and they 
have alwayes allowed an appeal from the Eldership of a Parish, unto 
a Presbyrtery, and in many rhings from a Presbyterte to a Synod, and. 


in ſome things from aSynod to a General Aﬀembly or National Sy- 


nod, conGiſting of delegats from each Presbyrerie, 
| Trdoth well conſiſt with the Ecclefiaſtick Government, that mat- 
ters of Faith being controverted in any Church Aflembly, should by 
appeal be caried untill the plurality of the Muniſtrie of ay "4 
| urc 
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Church be known». yea/in-matters: of Faith- neceflury for Salvationy 
ſpecial regard should be hadto all the national Churches. 

God in his ſignal providences. hath preſervedthe/Do&trines neceſ- 
fary for: Salvation, ' not 0 10: the pure, / but evervin the-corrupted 
Chriſtian Churches; which hath been hold un hurch;andevery 

+: Gnce Chrift: was inthe Flesbs. and: which 18 the Do&trine that 
Crdduimad Churches own, and/which no-Church dath deny, in re- 
ality, though many of ther: Leaders: ty miſtaring>: Queſtions, and 
fal{ly.propoling-the refarmed Nadtrmer.ſbena 10 differtherefrom, but 
all. the:comroverſic with other Chunches ſtands. in-rhisy/ chavthey in- 
rroduce other Dodtrines. as neceflary ta be beheved;. which-arenot 
neceſſary, and oft times not true, and trequently.deſtruftive andiin- 
conſiſtent with the necefſary DoArines, . and: wherew-all theſe cor- 
zupr or. erroneoug[Churches differ amangſt:themſelves; Of this tho 
moſt eminenvinſtance isan the Euchanſt I i 
. There +is not, ''nonhath not been, any.NatonalChurcly which hath 
not acknowledged the:Loyds Supper to bo a Divinelhſtitution, and the 
kughcſt outward priviledge of Chriſtiats. and that. thereby-rhe ſut. 
ferings. and ſatisfaction ot. Chriſt- are repreſented; and: the remem- 
brance thereof ſolemnlycelebrated by the Communicants, not'on- 
by Gigns, bur by Symbols! herein all agree; Buvthe Popish' Church 
th require-chat alLof their Communion doe) helieve, and 
profeſs that the Subſtance of the Bread and: Wine is T ranſubſtantiat 
intorhe Body and Blood of Chriſt, there remaining nothing of the 
Bread and Wine, but:the outward Species; or ſenſible Qualities there- 
af, - In which the reſpe&.the Sacrament is 2'Symbel of: the Body of 
Chrrſt.. Neicher:the Greek: Church; nor atyc other Church; but 
the: Remich holds this Opinion +; 'The Greek Churth holdetb; that the 
ad and Wine uſed in the Sacrament, are-not Tranſubltantiat into 
Body of Chriſt, bur. thar. they” are aſſumed; and Hypeſtatically 
uancd uno Chriſt, intheſamg way that. his- Food,: while he was on 
Earth, . became perſonally. united tothe Dexay, as a part of his Body: 
The: Latberian Charches i hold not: TranſubPartuationy whereby 
nr of: the. —_ ao Wine./ cealeth ,. but Conſubftantiation 
reby the Body. of. Chriſt; becomes: Corp reſent with the 
Badard Wine” 8 becora-Gorgpeatly pe 
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The moſt Learaed Divinesin the ſeveral Churches do agree, that 


the Catholick Chriſtian Do&trine is, that which at all times and e- 
yery where hath beenthe common opinion of every Church, Gnce 
Chriſt came; which they explain not to be underſtood that it was 


ſo profeſſed, without any latermiſſion, bur that the generality of Chri-' 


ſtians did alwayes fo believe: And there was no Century, until Pope- 
ry prevailed and overſpread all, in which the General Synods of the 
Church did not ſo proteis. For the Deity and Equality of Chriſt was 
generally believed, even when Councils of the Church, whichpre- 
tended to be Univerſal, did aflert raciſm; yetit continued not for 
a Century : And when efthanaſms by his eminent Ability, Faithful- 
neſs,and Diligence,did excite the Body of the Chriſtran Church. Aru 
nm was exploded, asnever.having been a Catholick DoCtrine, the 
contrary being ſtill belteved by the Generality of Chriſtians, upor 
which it hath been acknowledged, that to be. a Carholuch Detirine, w 
was neceſlar'that not only the Miniſtry; but the: Body. of: che Chri- 
ſtian Church, - did acquieſce therein, and own'the. fame. 61:6 
' Therefore no Aſſembly of a National Church should determine 
matters of Faith, neceflary for Life and Godlineſs,--but ſuch as have 
been-univerſally received inthe Chriſtian Church, which may eaſily. 
appear by the Confeſſions of the ſeveral Churches, which are Print= 
ed and published in the Chriſtian World, whereby .it' will appearin 
whatall the Churches agree. | Idu2 3: 354: 6 
Some from real or pretended Zeal for the true Religion, haye miſ- 
taken and mil- applacd: the great Epithers attribute in Scripture tothe 
T ruth, as if thereby every 'T ruth were und=rſtood ; and that every 
Errour were a fin: Anditheretore have thought it neceſſary thatever 
Difference amongſt Maniſters, ' or People 8hould be determined: in all 
National Churches by the Aſſemblies chereof, with Subordination, by 
Appeal from the Lefl er and Subordinate Aſſemblies,: to the Greater 
and Superiour, But finally,by the Supreama Aſſembly of that Church, 
without reſore. - Nothing can more taſtly.diſcover tlys miſtake, 'than 
the Critical Works. ſo, frequently now emitted and common\in-the 
World: Whereby it is evident,-:that there 15 ſcarce a Toxt of: Scrips 
tures which is not diverſly underſtood, and Interpret, by the moſt Fa- 
mous Divines in every Church. ' All Chriſtians do, and are obliged 
to belieye, that the Books which have univerlally becn received 4 
 Y 
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whachean only ba underſtapd by the Analogy of ron | 
Scri wi = every og iu nderrarg. 
know and retain in his Remembrance, oor qupbt the Ch de: 
termme the Analogy of beripruns in every by fence, buttheſe which | 
are neceflary for Holineſs and Happige % otherwayes the Supreme | 
Afdemblies of every Church shou "4 <5) Fon wotk' for conti- | | 

' 


aual fitting,and the-Inferiour AJemblies, hopld be to.deter- 
mine the”T'ruth of wary. differeat Expreſſion 9 n;ſtbrs,' or 


Pcopie,: i matters of. Religion) axexen. fire wearing, of al Sen- | 
tences of Scripture. / } 


iS, heggenerality of Chriſtians are now eqnyinced of the excefs/ of 1 
Dogwatizing of the Church of Rewe, which hath been ſo impudent | | 
as/ toclaim Infillibility in. all the; DoQrinal Determinations of 'the == 
Popes and Councils ot that Church ; , At oe? ry ſuch etermina- \ (3 
tionin matters of Faith, being held | forth and rſtoad,' vas asne- | 
ceflary to be believed us any ho. Article of mu ; andthat the nog | 
bel: thereof fo held py was alike damnable, as to all Articles, | 
and co tly chat every Article is ag neceſſary to be believed as } 4 
the bcliev1 the Dei, he Trinity, the Incarnation, orthe _ fl 
Eien of Chriſt, IT, he pena ag cr ED opboalled Appre 1 
henfien, the ea neceflary,. xt. 058 meds, 

vg and many wake which, are. nefelarys Nereſſitate Arden } | 
rance whereof is'nor Damaing. be ay Co blk q | 
or Church Lancnadi len to, ie Cath Charch, | 
Dolirines; Rode Cor to A 
Cliurch which pterenderh tobe Chr 
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Mol rel. Os 4 generally fince itsReformation,ouwned a Pari 
ll h Otticess, 1 in ety thin Loitiminedons: them hav a 
LS p64 op Gd T0 che fart ſeverallyz: or:tohawe 
Sf Sees joyanl it their Aﬀeribines; -* & ſtill with-a Subordiz 
nation of, Gongregagzonal Elderships unto their Presbyteries 1 and 
theſe hair Þ oVInc! cial Synods ;/ arid of ' theſe; to-their - Nattonal 
es i Pea ral Afſcuit lies? - $6 tht rhelSuperiour; Alembly 
þ Apebority, mm Sly 'to detelmin' 'vjons Appeals ,i bub to re> 
View, 3, alter the Sentehit6s bf the Infexjout Aflembly,' on to-devots 
mine in the-marter without an Appeal. 
\. This Subordinatiop i is'oot founded upon-the Conflinution ofthe 
Church, Ordering on one FIowbyy to have a Superiour Authority above 
another,,. tis Pony OH the Aﬀfocuation of Miniſters mſtiture bx 4 
Chriſt, An os dreaitity Bux tHe Spengs 5f the Prophets: ars 
Bibieft totbe Prop Pig ng AS n* 2n 1indiflolvable! Sort ir: avuſt 
ſo be. Butr rue Ee nſtitution'doth only derermine the bounds 
of the, Presbyteries arid Sy He, - as they 'may moſt convemiently. ex4 
ercals t the Miniſterial Fiajon 11 'thele Aﬀenblies, which is -butta 
mattes 0. 'of Order, to Whit aMcoticered ars oblidged to ſubmit;;/and 
fo a' 0g. 1s Foreal I FRoyee -Vecatie thei Pres ery-is. a part of 
the lame 5 . dynad: akon Syno@itaboverhe Provincial Sy« 
nod, becauſe is noted rater Aſſembly. than any Synad, but 
becaule 1 it conſi ſts of I e ceb't fron the 'whole Presbyteries;- yet-los 
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! . This Conffitutionof the Church, 1 the moſt free Eccleſiaſtick 
Authority, reſtricted, Pay Le with the conſent of no, other, in 
things which are truly inthe Commiſion given by.Chriſt to the Mi- 
piſters of the, Goſpel:T here 4s not only no poſitive Suffrage or Con- 
{qnt,. Supgriour or Oppolite, bur no Negative Vote or Conſent to 
binder this freedom. TD *; OT Ed 

This juſt and due freedom of the Church of Chriſt doth not give 
ground to incroach upon civil Authority,yet the ſecret allurement of 
Powerhath roo much pronajed with Church-men, to extend their li- 
mits to things notint eir Commiſhon, but which belong to the Ci- 


yil Authority: As on the other hand, the Civil Authority is apt | 


enough to 1ncroach upon the Liberty of the Church. The former 
pretending all thingsto be in their Juriſdiction, which they find to be 
finful, or | Lots Wk or which they find not only to be neceſſary, but 
ta be convenient for Security of the Church m its Rights. Andthe 
latter excluding the Church from medling' in any thing wherein they 
bave Juriidifton, and. hindring- Determinations of the Church in 
matters purely Eccleſiaſtical, when thereby they apprehend the 
publick;Peace to be like to be diſquieted or diſturbed. | 


Iris generally known in the World what Abuſes the Church of 


Rome ba 
rity: 'T 
all the Civil Powers, of their Communion, in matters unque- 
ſionably Ciyil, and which might, and ought, to be determined by 
Civil Authority ;, and yet that Church found themſelves competenr 
to Judge the fame matters. oraine «d Spiruualis,, not only, to deter- 
.myne,, whether they be Sinful,Scanctaldus, or Lawful, but to declare 
The aNs determinations, if they judge them Sintul and Scandalous, to 

void,and not obligator ; And chereupsn Excommunicating thoſe in 
'Cryil Authority,and many times whole Nations,iF they did not ſubmit 


>. 


Ween Sentences and Cen(ures, yea Depoling Kings, and Gifting 
bo} 


$h Com myrres in-the extenſion of the Eccleſiaſtick Autko« 


er. Crow ro others, Abſolving their Subje4s from their Oarhs: 


a4. Dy 7.9 Allegiance, and requiring thew, under the pain of Ex< 
; Re Ito ih oppole and ce{ilt 'by. fofce,of Arms their Sove- 


.raigns, and all otheys, and ſtating the Controverſy as between tFe 


F 


. Spiris ual Kingdom of. Chriſt Jeſus, and the Kingdom of ſuch a Prince, 
®r;fhs Power of ſucha State. IO 
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All Proteflents have dilclaimed and abominate pg and 
have with their Lord and Mefler given to Caſar that which is Ceſers, 
and to God that which is Gods: The mearung whereof, cannot be 
that, Thet which is Czſars, i not alſo Gods; but that, That which u ſacd 
to be Gods , i more particularly Gods, being referved trom the-Ci- 
vil Powers: As all Conſecrated things are in another Conſideration 
Gods, than all the reſt which are yer at his diſpoſe. 

* It is caſte to build groſs Miſtakes upon the Power derived from 
Chriſt : There is nes, more plain and more certain, than that 
which Chriſt aflerts of bis Power, immediately preceeding his Come 
mifſion to kis Apoſtles, whey he ſayes, {11 Hower m Fleaven and 
m Earth i given wnto Me, Therefore, go ye and make Diſciples 
of a'l Natwns, &c. Which is alfo frequently renewed in the 
Goſpel, that he hath this Power and Authority, not only as be is God, 
but as the God-head and Xſar-hood are united in his Perſon , and 
that as {uch he hath the Soveraign Authority over all, both Angels 
and Men, yet it 1s evident that by his Commiſſion to his Apoities, 
be did not Communicate all that Power to them, or their Succeflory, 
nor arethey his Lieutenants, or Deputies in matters Ciyil, relating ro 
the Peace, and Rights, or outward 'Things of Civil Secieties, or to the 
excrciſ= of the Sword, by punishing of Crimes; tor in theſe things 
the Civil Powers are the Licutenants of God. | 

It were a good Office of the higheſt Import, to shew any Meaths 
or Marks for finding out the Marches between the Civil and Eccle- 
fraſtick Authority, which might help to prevent the Incroachments 
Ty which is indeed” a difficil tack , wherein rhe Redders 

wes from both Parties may rationally be expeed, and yet the 
Love of God and ofthe common Happineſs of Mankind, may incou- 
rage the xttempt, and may at leaſt alley the Wrath of cither. - 

Firſt then, a great part of the Office of the Miniſters of the Go- 
ſpel is proper to the Church, and is not claimed ner exerced by any 
Civil Authority, ſuch as the publick Preaching of the Word, the 
Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and the judging whe hath the 


Priviledges of partaking of beth, according to the Rules of the Go- 


ipel ; the inſtitution and deſtitution of the Office-bearers in the 
hurch, in the FunRions attributed to them by the Scripture, the 
Power of Excommunication , being an indefinite extlukon _ 
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(13 
partaking of the Euchariſt,. or af their, Children from partaking 
of \Baptiſm, until they can profeſs Religion and claim the ſame 
For themſelves: And from the partaking ot the 'publick Pray- 
ers or Praiſes Celebrate in. the Church, which doth nor. hinder 
them to hear Sermons without Diſorder, which Heathens are not ex- 
cluded froms. Nor doth, Excommunication extend farther, than a- 
gainſt Voluntar Familiarity of the Members of the Church with Ex- 
communicate Perſons? Bur it excludes not the Converſe and other 
Duties of Natural Relations, nor the Exerciſe of Civi] Authoricy, 
nor.the Converſe, Reverence and Honour of Subjefs on that ac 
count 5/ nor: yet the-iobtaining. from Excommunicate' Perſons that 
which they are due, and 'the neceſſary Converſe with them on that 
account : Yea Excommunication being an Exerciſe of the Keyes of 
Diſcipline, 4t is only to be made yſe of where there is probability ir 
may profit, and may not do more prejudice than Benefit; for there is 
no Latitude in the Matters of Dorine neceſſary for Salvation, bur 
there is great Latitude in the matter ot Diſcipline , which is only to 
be exerced& where there is probability of gaming the Perſon on whom 
it 18 exerced.. who is not to be treated as an Enemy, buc till with 
of recovery. | 


hope 

| iT here is allo a chiet part inthe Mmſterial Office, (but very much 
negleed)) wiz. That the Miniſter ought to takeall Tryal to know 
the inward State of the Soulsct his Flock, whether they be yet recon; 
caled to God or not, and what ſteps they haye made towards that Re- 
concyliation» whether they have ſufficiency of knowledge for obtain- 
ingthe fame, and to-jn{trutt them where they are.deficient ; whether 
they.do ordiovrly make uſe. of the, means of Grace, by' fecrer Prayer 
to God; .andfrequentingof publick Ordinances, ay by Impſeying 

the Sabbath to 13gproper ends, and what Ey idence they can give of 
being inthe Favourof God, that may give them Inteceſt to partak- 


of thas great Solemnity of Chriſtiaos,ſirting at the Table of Chriſt - 


as his (Gueſts, baying the Wedding Garment , and portdtingof the 
Symbols of his-broken Body and s q lagd, and Celebrating the'Me- 
opicientiouſly gone about) will 


liar work, than the work of others, and lealk of all to the Admiriſtra- 
ion of Civil Goygrnment : And when any Scandal ariles upon any 
' E of 
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lineſs, is the chief Work. 


| (14) 
of the Flock, it 18 the Miniſters Duty not to highter-the Scandal, bur 
to ſpeak kindly and fecretly with'the party, that the ariſing of 'thac 
Scandal is from the Divme Providence,requirmg him or her to conſi- 
der their wayes, and if they be guilty of tharſin, ro make humble ap. 
plication to God for Pardon; and to shew them that ir1s liko their 
Inclinations may tend to ſuch a Sin, and that God by: has Providence 
hath warned them to beware of it, and not urge them to Auricular 
Confeſſion, but though they were moſt free both of Inclination and 
Action of that Sin, yet the warning requires a more ſtrict Life, thar 
may take oft the averſion and fuſpicion of the reft of the Flock; and if 
this Scandal continue or grow, that it come to be ecnfidered with the 

Eldership, It is no: warrantable to urge the Party to _—_ Oath, or 

to hold hum guilty,ifhe retuſe it : Which'were againſt the common In- 

tereſt of Mankind, which neither- Ciyil nor Eccleſiaſtick Authority 
$houldencroach on; for it is the general Priviledge of all Men'and 

Chriſtians,not to diſcloſe their own Crimes,or todeclare theirown In 

famy, unleſs otherwayes proven, as Feſuah did not require of Achan to. 

Confeſs the Stealing of the Babylowub Garmens, until his Crime by s 


Divine Lot was proven yet if the party under Scandal do yoluntarily - 


ofter an Oath of Purgation, or crave compurgatory Witnefles of his 
Neighbourhood for taking oft the Scandalzit is nox'to be retuſed: Bur 
while the Scandal remains, 'the Minifter 1s not to” pive the per- 
ſon under Scandal the' Sacrament, till it be removed, nor to'any 0 
ther, butto ſuch, whoy'in the Judgment of Charity, are then in the 
Favour ang Countenance of 'God.' Where if the Party concern« 
ed Complain, the Miniſter ought to rake the Advice of, and hearthe 
Party, before ſome ot the moſt pious and prudent Miniſters, whereia 
the Furry harh, moſt Corifidence ,/that they -may Convince either 
Party concerning the Admiſſron, or Forbearance,' beforeany Autho- 
tative, procedure | | | 

It is not to be imagined, that rhe Miniſterial = 19 era by 
publick Preaching an hour or rwo m a Week,..and calling together 
a Multitude for Catechifing, im order to admit them: to- the 'Sacra- 
ment ;. but the Aſſiſtance of them in' their Spiritual Condition, as. 
they may attain Reconciliation with God, or encreaſe Faith and Ho-. 
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_- In theſe things/that arapropefiia he Officer bearers in-the Chugcd, 
the Civil Magiſtrate ought not-Authoritatively xg Interpoſe, though 
he, as well as other 'privaze Chriſtians, [may give, cher Opinion, and 
Advice; Andontbe oghier party: ;F here 48,00 graynd, to Claim, Ec- 
Slefiaſtick Authprity i0-thangs proper to bhs Cov Authoriry »,.a5.the 
making of Peace, or Wars: the Enactingi af; Jaws: Declaratory, or 
Statutaryj qt the famg.4o-Exccurion:; Wherem the: Manze 
ſters ſeverally, or intheir Aſſemblies, ean;no. wayes Authoritatively 
anterpoſe, nor give apy plblick Adyice,. which, may weaken the Ci- 
vil Authoriy ' or ſtir up the Peoples. to:DNighqnour or, Diſobey-them, 
direaly orindirecly,! by. Circpmſtantiar, Sermons, or Acts that iny 
ſiguate to the People the fame thing; as if direcly it were declared, 
that fuch a Law, or ſuch a Sentence js unjuſt; Gatul, or Scandalous : 
And as the Civil Powers should not Authoritatiyely interpole in mat- 
vers, purely Eccleſiaſtick, ſo nexther, ghould the Church interpolc in 
garters, purely Civil... 11 ne or 4 bn , 
Bur the main diffuculty remains, as 30; matters.that are competent. 
to be judgeds by-both the/Cvil agd Ecclefaſtick Authority, where- 
inthe Cival Power Cognoſces un order | to Abſolution or Condemna- 
tion, whether « be in Civil Rights, or in, Crimes and Mildemean- 
nours.: And the Ecclefiaſtigk Authony ] udges the fame things.in or- 
der topublick Repraef,.or-10 the Excluſion, from the Sacrament, 
or to Kxcommunicatian.;.; oo of 08 
In Civil matters, where there isa Cumplative Jurildition.of ſe- 
veral Judges; The rſt mover .comjoving to. do Diligence, is preter- 
able, andexcludes.the other, bur there the Defign and the Cenlure is 
cleſtaſtick: Authority: 
For both mays and oft. zjmes, both ought.te apply their, Cenſures: So 
that the Antic1patipnc annotbunthe clashing and contrariety of the 


7 


two Authorities : ks for inftance, ,if,, Adultery be delated both to 


zhe Civil Magiſtrate,and to.the Church; The Ciyil Magiſtrate upou 
Tryal, may;Ablplye, and the Chyrch, may: again. Try and find the 
Teton Guleyt, Syoporrymopee afar Magiſtrate may Con- 
yon pon bis. T'ryal ,/ and tbe: Church. may;Abſolye. upon their 
T Frets ay | | 

- Canthis ClashingandContradition confiſt with the Infinite Wil- 
Tos of both theſe Authorities. No certainly, and 

| therefore 
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therefore one' of thetws tiuſt neceſſarly have the Amecedearſudpe- 


ment, ſo that the one can'hvt proceed, until thevther preceed. 

Ir isnot t9 be ſuppoled;' 'Thatthe Churetrwill claimechar che Ci- 
vil Magiſtrateslioold not proteedinpunicthing CrimesorMiſdemean- 
tours,” tall they'fEirſtiinquire?? ahff0g Wineſcs to prove the fame 
and thereupon either finer Partiel Guilcy or Frees Yea the 'Civil 
Magiſtrate will not ſuſksti any Probation be before The 'Church, 'af- 


 beit it were firſt there adJuced:' * 


Therefore the Antecedent Fiidgmient in all- Crimes and: Miſe- 
meariours, mult neceffitfly belong tothe Ciyil Magiſtrate,-whereby 
there ean-be no Clathing nor Contthdicdion/ between-theſe' Autho- 
rities. p43 it 18:12) wo 27; ? $917 97 | 713 M02 % 222 ©! 9314437245 
By this means, the Chutch Will nor only be freed from the Drud- 
gery of the ſcraping up of Criſes and Mrfdemeanours1in the way of 
Proceſs, which muſt needs'have aHthe' Formalities neceſſary for 6- 
ther Proceſſes, andeven the Pleadings that ocouritherein, which us 
hath been aca very wel shewn'in the'<ppolopy,'4s'moſt 'unlike 
the Courrs of Chriſt. But ikewayes will be free 'of that Fear and 
Hatred of the People ariſing from the Eccleſiaſtical Diſciphne,breed . 
ing only Terrour, and rieither Love norReverence. Whereas the 


' chief Deſign of rhe Mitiſtry, is to' gain' men to-be Reconciled/and 


Devoted to God, andto Save their own Bouls, which God Almigh- 
ry Himſelt hath ſet forth, as Beſceching-'«nd-Intreating, nor only 
by bis Meſſengers, © but'by himſelf. F e231 | 

The Clergy hath too'much'inclinedto keepaTerrour over their 


Flocks, that if any of them diſpleaſe them, oy will Diſgrace them, 


by entertaining Reports, and milcing them ariſe to'Scandal; and then 
calling in Multitudes of People to be txamined upon Oath, what they 
know of ſuch Matters: 'Birt it is ſeldony thit they prevail with Mens 


 Conſciences, bur when they have confidence of their good Will, 
whereby their Breafts are open; ard even the moſt vitious will pa- 


tiently hear the c lition'of # Friend, though/hor obliged ſo to 
do,” mach more © x kindly and affe&tſohareFWhinifter;/of ofe kind- 
neſs they have Confidetice; -atid will betiignly'tnterpret all rhey ſay : 
Whereas while they have diffidence or averſion, their Hearts will 
be cloſed; and they will ſtill be thinking what they may miſconſtruc 
or evade : Experience $#hewsettis te Demotriſtration, 'in the _—_— 
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Confſlitutions of Church Governments; for thoſe who are per- 
ſwaded on either ſide, will ſcarce attain any Benefit by the Ableſt 
Maniſter of the other way. | 

The Diſcipline of the Church is chiefly in rhe Cenluring of the 
Office- bearers in the Church; or of the other People; and as to 
theſe, it is exerced againſt the Wicked, or Obſtinate, by Excommu- 
nication, which is never to be uſed but in Notorious Crimes, need» 
ing no Probation, or againſt the Scandalous, while their Milcar- 
riages are not Notoure, but upon probable grounds ſulpeted,where- 
by they are excluded from Acceſs to the Euchariſt ; until the Scan- 
dal be removed, by their V indication, or by their Poſterior Chri- 
{tian Carriage. 

- Aste the Cenſure of Miniſters, the rule of the Goſpel 1s, That no 
Accuſation be recerved againſi an Elder , but in the Month of two cr 
three Witneſſes , which Warrants Probation by Witnefles, as to 
their Deprivation : But there is neither mention 18 Scripture, nor in 
the pureſt times of the Church, of adducing Witneſles againſt other 
Perſons : But the rule as to that matter is , 7 bat theſe who ſin publick- 
ly, ball be publickly rebuked , which can go no farther, than when 
the miſcarriage is Notour, or yoluntarily acknowledged by the party 
ad levandam Confcientiam , or made known by the Condemnato 
Sentence ot the Civil Powers; whence the pablick Reproof of the 
Church, or their other Cenſures, do naturally follow, withour any. 
ground of Diſpleaſure againſt the Miniſters exerciſing the ſame. 

If Scandal arile, Ir is {ufficient ground to debar trom the Euchariſt, 
ti!] rhe Scandal be removed: And it isthe Duty of Office: bearers in 


.the Church, ro give Notice to the Civil Mg—_— of what Scan- 


dals occur, that they may put the fame to T'ryal, wherein if they 
be negligent, orunjuſt, the fault]yes at their door, and the conti- 
nuance of the Scandal is by their tault , and not by the fault of the 
Miniſtry. There isa Sratute in the ſecond Seſſion of this Current 
Parliament, reviving a-former Statute, appointing Judges in every 
Parish, to:T'ry and Punish theſe Miſcarriages, that were accuſtomed 
tobe Tryed by Probation before the Church : And, where there is 
ne Judge ordinar reſiding in the Parish, allowing the Kirk Seſſion to 
preſet Perſons to. the Judge ordinar of the Shire, who 1s obliged to 
give Commiſſhons for that effect ; So'that the Delations of Scandal, 
| F needs 
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( 18 )) | 
needs give neither difficulty nor diſtruſt to the Church, that Vice 
will go unpunished, or Sin undifcovered, | | 

In that {ame Seſſhon of Parliament, there 1s another A&, annullin 
all former Acts and Statutes, whereby Civil Penalties for Punish- 
ment did fellow the Cenſures of the Church : Whereas formerly, Ex- 
communicate Perſons were debar*d trom Procefles, and were denoun- 
ced as Rebe!s,whereby their Moveables became Conhicat,and within 
a year,their Life-r#nt,whence the Civil Magiſtrate behoved either to 
act by Implicite Faith, or otherwayes, he might, and ought inquire 
into the Cenſures of the Church, though it were in matters proper ts 
their Juriſdiftion, whereby both Jurildictions became the more in- 
yolved, and are now the more diſtin&. 

By what hath been ſaid, it may be ſufficiently cleared to every un- 
byaffed Perſon of Diſcretion, That there are proper Subjects of both 
the Civil and Ecclefiaſtick Authority ; wherein neither should Au- 
thoritatively interpoſe with the other, but only by Friendly Counſel, 
'1n the moſt ſecret way, without Weakning, or Reproaching -the 
ACtings of the other ; eſpecially that the Civil Authority is not 
to be exerced in the Authorizing, or exauCtorating the Of- 
fice-bearers in the Church, or in the exerciſe of the Keyes, by admiſ.- 
fion to, or excluſion from, the Society, or Sacrawents of the Church. 
And that the Ecclefiaſtick Authority should not meddle with the 
making of Laws for goyerning the State, or the Application and 
Execution thereof, bur only by tender and lecret Advice; that may 
neither reproach the publick Actings, nor breed {cruple in the Sub- 
zedts to give Submilſion. 

There baye been vehement Objections by either fide, againſt this 
neceſſary Caution for the Peaco and Proſperity of Church , and 
State: Either party making uſe of miſ-applyed places of Holy 
Scripture. | | 

Firf, Thoſe who through ignorance , or prejudice, incite Sove- 
r4igns to incroach upon the Church, lay hold upen the Actings of the 
Kings of Zudeh, the beſt of which have frequently given Authorita« 
tive Orders to the _ and Levites; and thence they would infer, 
that Chriſtian Magutrates ought to have no lefs Power, in Ex- 
auQorating Miniſters, or giving them Orders in their proper Fuatt- 
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$ome to evite theſe Conſequences, have pretended, theſe things 
to have been done by thoſe Kings, who were alſo Prophets, and by 
their Prophetical Offic e,thus David and Solomon;and as te theActings 
of the other Kings , that-there appears no Warrand or Command 
for them to have ſo done, and that ſuch examples make no rule. 
BRut the more ſolid and general Anſwer 15, That Urim and Thimmm, 
and the extraordinary Gifts of Propheſy , were then in the few 
Church, which are nat now in the Chriſtian Church, as we ſee Da- 
vid in dubiousand difficile Caſes, called to the High-Prieft with 
the Ephod to know Gods Direction. And fo the Kings had extraor- 
dinary Warrants, which none now pretend to. Others have made 
uſe of the Actings of Chriſtian Emperours, as of Canſianime the Greaty 
who being the firſt Chriſtian Emperour, . was highly carrafled by the 
Church, which till his time was never tree of Affliction or. Perſecu- 
tion from the Civil Powers : And becauſe Conflaniine deligned hin e 
ſelf without tue Churches c ontradition Emoxomy rar iiw > They 
do therefore infer, that every Soveraign Power may give Laws and 
Ordinances to the Church, in Inſtitution of Offices or Ceremo- 
nies, andordering the Form of Government in the Church at theiv 
pleaſure, ſuppoſing every thing to be E xtrinſick in the Church, but 
the Do@rines and Ordinances requiſite tor Salvation: which cannot” 
be concluded from that Title, nor trom the matterof it, which. 
can only reach to-things that have in them: no- Religious CharaCter. 
It is rrue the Civil Powers by their Authority, ought to do all things 
that may conduce for the Peace and Proſperity of the Common- 
wealth, by the Rules that God hath given them; and ſo they are ob= 
liged to punish Arheiſm, Blaſphemy » Irreligian, and to compel all 
their SubjeCts to the publick Adoration of the 'only True, Eternal 
God: And to ſuffer no Contempt of the Deity : Yea, they ought 
alſo by the judgement of Diſcretion ro conſider, what Society of 
Men they will own as.a Church , whom they will protect againſt 
Violence or Contempt in. all their Religious As; and whom 
they will gratifie with Churches Bene fices; wherein theyare not to 
proceed by implicite Faith, upon the Aﬀertions, and: Pretgnces-of 
Socicties, claiming to be true Churches, whorein the moſt fate way 
of Salyation 1sto be found: For ſeing this is claimed,nor only by the: 
Zewub, Pagan and ahnmeran. Prichis ; but allo by the different Chri« 
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Gian Churches, their claims. being ſo oppoſite, it is impoſſible that 
their claiming , or their own Afſſertion should oblige Soverargns, 
or elſe they were obliged ro many Contradictions. 

No Church hath denied ro S overaigniy the Power to Convocate the 
Aflemblics of the Church upon extraordimary occaſions: And to be 
preſent by themſelves, or their Delegates therein ; not only to coun- 
renance and proteCt them in Peace and Order, bur to adyert that 
under the pretence of Eccleſiaſtick Authority and Duty, Matters C1. 
vil be not incroached upon , and1n caſe of Incroachment, to require 
rhem to forbear, or otherwayes to Diſſolve: Whereunto the Civil 
Power muſt be governed by: their proper Judgment; and though 
they should judge amiſs, yet the Church ought not to reſiſt, or to ex- 
cite the Subjes ts Diſobey, becaule all matter of ative Force 1s the 
Magiſtrates peculiar Province. Owr Sawours Rule and Example, and 
that of all his Apoſtles was , When they were rejetted m any Cuy, 
to shake off the Duſt, 4s « filent Witneſs agaimHl them, and: not b 
open complaint to excite People by Force to aſſiſt them, which doth 
not inter an Abſolute Paſſiveneſs in Civil Societies of Chriſtians, 
when they are Perſecute contrary to Law. 

Example hath been alſo taken from the Laws and Edits of the 
Chriſtian Emperours, notonly as to Rn fo far as the Light of 
Nature can go, but even as to things which can only be known by 
Revelation: But, it muſt not thence be inferred, that it belongs to 
the Civil Authority te determine matters of Faith ; becauſe Chri- 
ſtan Emperours emitted no Edits, but theſe wherein the Church 
had firſt determined ;; albeit they do not relate unto the Determina- 
tions of the Church, which yet is unqueſtionably the juſteſt and fiteſk 
way. to approve:and confirm the Canons of the Church, fo far as 


| Soveraignsare cony.inced of the Truth and Ulefulneſs thereof. 


One the other fide, the Miniſters of the Goſpel have laid hold 


upon the Meſſages of the Prophers direA to Kings, which ſome- 


times were very fad, and peremptor: But theſe ſpecial and particu- 
lar Meſflages were no warrant for the Prieffs under * the Law, 
ro make particular Applications of general Rules to ſpecial caſes with 

al Authority, when ever they can ſay, Thur /auh the Lord, in Ge- 
neral , Unleſs they covldſay T has ſaith the Lord, to me alone , to bear 
4 Singular Meſſage, much lels canthe Miniſters ofthe Goſpel m—_ 
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the like Power, or own the like Duty, when afcer the compleating 
of the Divine Canon, Weare not to expe&t any tarther from Inſpt= 
ration. There is neither Rule nor Example 1n the Goſpel, or ia 
the meck Government of Chriſt to make ſuch Addreſſes to 
Kings cr States; the moſt Eminent Apoſtles » When molt atro- 
cioully injured and perſecuted, though they had Inſpiration and 
the infallible declaring of the Divine Canon, Yea in their Suffer- 
ings, and at their cruel and violent Deaths, did give no ſuch Teſti- 
mony againſt them, much leſs to them, when being free they mighr 
and durſt have done it, much leſs can ordinary Miniſters, not bein 
endued with ſo eminent and extraordinary Gitts and Priviledges. 
 TheGovernment of the Church, the Power of the Keyes, the 
Exerciſe of Diſcipline do all belong to the Office-bearers in the 
Church, though not equally to all : Theſe terms are not diſtin&ly 
underſtood, but ſometimes promiſcuoully uſed, yet _ doth 
moſt properly ſignify the Correftory Power ot the Office bearers in 
the Church, eſpecially by publick reproof of thoſe whe have fined 
epenly, who are not only under Scandal or Suſpicion of fin, but 
whoſe ſins are known, being either notour commonly , or acknow- 
ledged publickly, or proven: Diſcipline doth alſo comprehend Ex- 
communication and Excluſion from the Sacrament, againſt thoſe 
who have been admitted thereto, upon ſin known, or bility and 
ſuſpicion thereof, conſiſtent with the Judgement of C ritys where- 
by ſuch perſons are under Scandal. But the not admitting to the 
Fucharif theſe who were never admitted thereto, is no CorreCtion : 
For every Diſciple or Member of the viſible Church entered by Ba 


- tiim, hath not right to the Euchariſt, even _—_ of Ape and Dil- 


cretzon; wherein the chief difference between we Conſtitution of 
_ SIE according to the Presbyterian and Independent Principle 
eth. -- 

, The Power of the Keyes given by Chriſt to his Apoſtles, and 
exprelt to be the Keyes of the Kingdom of Heaven, have giyen ecca- 
hon ot much debate among the ſeveral Societies of Chriſtians, it by 
the Kingdom of Heaven be meaned , the admiſſion to, or excluſion 
from the peculiar and proper Kingdom of Chriſt by Grace and Glory, 
it could only be attribute to the Apoſtles extraordinarly Gitted : Buc 
by the Kingdom of Hedvew is ravher to be underſtood the external 
| G REY Pri. 
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Priviledges of the viſible Church, and fo the Keyes thereof are com« 
ctent to all the Miniſters thereot in their ſeveral Aſſemblies : Where- 
by they admit vue WP perſons to be Members of the viſible 
Church, or Ditciples of Chriſt , profefiing their Submifſion to be 
Taughtand Goyerned by his Miniſters; And thus ir rs an exerciſe of 
Diſcipline, only by Excommunication of theſe that were in the vi- 
fible Church : But the Admiſſion to the Church of rhefe who had 
never beeninit , or being caſt out were re-admitted, are no Cor- 
rectory Az, Church Government 15 much more Comprehenſive 
extending to all the Miniſterial Office , except only the Preaching 
of the Word by Explication and Application of the Holy Scripture. 
Miniſters ought fa to Explain and Apply the word of God, as to 
manifeſt the whole Council of God, which doth not extend equally 
to every thing God hath declared or revealed, but rincipally to thar 
Council God giveth to men, how they may be Holy and Happy, 
whereinevery Miniſter should be frequent in _ neceſſary 
means of Salvation to all Capacities, Catechifing the Simple, and 
Weak, or Ignorant, in the plaineſt and fiteſt Way to their Capacity, 
forbearing as much as can be to them rerms of Art and Subrilry, 
which may be uſcful ro thoſe of a larger Capacity, yet other Truths 
may Warrantably be inſiſted upon by Miniſters in ome,» eſpe- 
cially in the Explication , of the meaning of Scripture , and framing 
that Analogy of Faith, which is moſt convenient, both torthe Judg- 
ment and Memory of the Judicious, and 1s the great help ro un» 
derſtand the true meaning of the Scripture. 

Thhe-Maniſteriat Duty 1n the Exerciſe of Diſcipline, 1s not ſo bind- 
ing an the Miniſters, as.in the Dotrines requiſite for Salvation : For 
none of theſe may be contradifted or concealed , but fome parts of 
Diſcipline are only to be uſed when they may be uſeful for the perſon 
on whom they are exerciſed .Excommunication 1s not to be uſed 1n 
a!l Caſes to-which it might be extended, neither 1s publick rebuke to 
be applied for every thing that the Miniſters believe to be ſintul : For 
the warrant of theſe publick rebukes, is againſt thele that fin openly, 
which mult be evident both as to Right and Fact,that the Perſon to be 
rebuked hath evidently done ſuch tlungs: As alſo that it 1s evident to 
bim that they are fins, which being walfully adhezed to, are incon- 
iftent with Holiacſs, | Yn peg —_ 
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"The moral Duties of Gods Law are ccommonly ſ@ Evident, thar 
no pretence of Doubtfulneſs in the Contraveeners can excuſe; but 
there be many other things, not only in relation ro Opinion , bur 
to Practice,that Holy Men may,and dodiffer in. For which therefore 
there ought to be no publick reproof, where the Perſons to be reprov- 
ed arenot convinced, otherwayes w'were Hypocriſy or Meckery to 
make them acknowledge the oftence m thefe things, where they are 
not Convinced. How much miſtake or abuſe hath been in this matter, 
no Serious and Judicious perſon can doubt. What reproach hath fal- 
len-upon this Church , by making the greateſt- partof the Nation re- 
ceive publick reproofe , and make publick Acknowledgement of the 
finfulneſs of that expedtion-m the: year 1648 of the Army fent to 
England for the Relict and Dehvery of K. Charles. 1. Yea many emi- 
nent Perſons were neceſſitate to ſubmir themtelves to theſe Cenſures 
in anextraordinary way , whereby many that before were Friends, 
became wnfreinds to' the Presbyterian Government, though with- 
out juſt reaſon ;* for theſe Cenfures were inov at all conſequent from, 
or Congruous to that Government. | | 

There are yer two eminent points 10 Presbyrerian Govern- 
ment to be cleared, to Wit, Subordination, - and Delegation. 
Subordination oblidges every -/tnember of- the 'Aﬀemblics of the 
Church to fubmut to the determinations of that Alembly, and the 
minor part of the ſanie Aſſembly re fubmut ro the Major, which hath 
the ſame Authority as the conlent of the whole, if fo be rhe Major 
part do adhere and infiſt in that ſuffrage,for if the odds be but of a few, 


1t 15 not like they will urge it for a Concluſion, if the determination 


' may be ſatelyforeborn'; irdoth alfo extend to the Dury of Submif. 


fion of the People to'the Determination'f theſe Aſfeniblies', yer ſo, 
that thefe who reclatm , may appeal to Superior Aſſembly, 2s from 
a Presbyterie to the Synod , whereof that Presbyterie isa part, and in 
ſome caſes there lyes an appeal from the Synod to the' General Aſſemb- 
ly'or' National Synod. - 4 TUE SAT DLTCHEN | 
* Andas there lyes an appeal from the leffer; Aſemblies to the great- 
er, fothis Subordination gives a Power to the. greater, 1n ſore 
caſes, to-review the Acts and determinations of the Leſſer. 
Tis Subordination doth not require approbation of rhe minor part 
w rhe nCtingsof the Mcjor part, bur $ubniflon; Silence, and Non- 
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Fepugnance, without which there could be no Union in a Church, 
fo that todeny Submiſſion, is ts Authorize Confufionand Anarchy, 
and to urge approbation, exceptin che DoQrines umverſaly received 
or in the national Confeſſion of the Church, is to ſetup Tyranny in 
the Church , and togive the accaſion for Diſſimulation and lying. 

T his Suberdination is, not only founded upon the order or Ordl - 
nance of the Church, but alſo upon the nature of the Ecclcliaſtick So 
Cicty of a national Church, and chiefly from that Divine Rule, Thar the 
Spirits of the Prophets are ſubjeD to the "Prophets: For God us the God of 
Order, not of Confuſion; as hath been above declared: And there- 
fore the lefler number muſt yeild to the greater in the ſame Aſſembly, 
which muſt ever hold, except inthe Cafe of a lawful and neceflary 
Separation, upon points neceſlar and fundamental ; For thereby the 
EcclelAſtick Socicty, 1s in {o far diſſolved. 

Hence it is ſufficiently evident, how inconſiſtent that un 
Divifon was that fell in this Church, between the Profefiators and 
Reſolutioners, ariſing from a Civil determination , ordaining all 
perſons indifferently to take Arms againſt Cromwels Army, which 
then had Invaded the Kingdom ; a Subje& improper for Church de- 
termination , and much more improper for theſe Fiery Debates that 
were thereby occaſioned, refuſing Subordination, "cr ves Aſleme 
blies declaring againſt the Acts of the Superiovr. 

All Government by its Nature doth require, that if an Appeal 
be not interpoſed withan a certain short definitive time, that it is not 
competent thereatter, but theſe who might have appealed are under- 
ſtood to have acquieſced ; to which ten dayes are required in moſt 
places where Appeals arc allowed, unleſs ſome extraordinary Ac- 
Cident interveen + There ought alſo ſpecial Reaſons - the Appeal to 
be given into the Afſembly Appealed from. And the Appent is un- 
deritood as relinquished, if it be net preſented to the Afſembly Ap- 
pealed to, which in Judicatures that have conſtant Seſſions, 1is1n uſe 
to be done in thirty dayes. But in our Church Aſſemblies that have 
pr Dyets, the Appeal ought to be preſented fo ſoon asthey 

c 


Ithath not yet been determined, whether Appeals be competent 
from leſſer Aſſemblies to greater, till the matter be brought efore 
the General Aſſembly, in all Caſes, or in ſomo only, Certaanly 4 
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. of a Miniſter from a particular Floc 


it were inall cales, a General Afembly beheoved conſtantly to fir; 
for Diſſentersin every particular might, and frequently would, bring 
their Appeals that length. 

For clearing this point, it is neceſſary to conſider the ſeveral mat= 
ters wherein Church determinations occur: As firſt, If a Miniſter 
debar one of his Flock from the Euchariſt, which 1s his proper Au- 
thority ſeverally, becauſe he muſt examine his Flock, and conſider 
their Capacity and Fitneſs for that great Diſcriminating Ordinance, 
which is the Solemn Feaſting at the Lords Table, fit for none whom 
he doth diſcountenance, wherein theCommunicants muſt have ſufhci- 
ency of knowledge, and ſuch a Chriſtian Carriage, as may be a war- 
rantable ground for the Judgment of Charity, that they are Holy, 
and under no Scandal, which the ſtrift Examination required of 
Communicants, and the great hazard they run, if they Cemmuni- 
cat unworthily, do import : For they rhemſelvesonly, are capable 
of the Judgment of verity of their Condition, but the Minifter 1s 
capable of the Judgement of Charity thereof: Wherein if he do nor 
uſe competent Diligence to know their State, he 1s culpable ; and 
as he ought to exhort them to partake, if they be fitted for it; ſohe 
may not ſufferthem to partake, if he Judge tnem unht ; wherein if 
they conceive themſelves unjuſtly excluded, they may make Appli- 
cation to the Eldership or Presbytery : But there 1s no ground to 
think that they should go the length of a Synod, or General Aſlemb. 
ly. 

, If a Centroverly ariſe —_— e Admiſhon, or Tranſlation 

: There 1s no reaſon it should 
go farther than a Presbytery, or at moſt to a Synod. If a perſon be in- 
Joyned to receiye publick Reproof, where he is not convinced, that 
the matter (thou h true) doth require it, It is unreaſonable to 
expect, it should run the length of a General Aflembly, which 
is moſt proper for determining of Appeales in, or reviewing 
matters DoGrinal, or the Caſe of Excommunication , whereby 
perſons are Excommunicate from the whole Church, or in the ex- 
auctorating of Miniſters. 

The Aﬀembly Appealed from, ought to admit the Appeal in 
.Caſes dubious, but in other Caſes they may refuſe the lame, and 
proceed ; Yet the Party Be may preſent the Appeal to the 
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Aflembly Appeald to, which ought to Cenſure the Aﬀſembly Ap- 
pealed from, not ovly it the Appellant be clearly Innocent, but if 
the matter was dubious, albeit they do not recal what was done, as 
they may, when the Appeal is approven. Appeales from Delegates 
cannet be cleared, - until it be confidered whether Delegates can des 
termine, or can only report. 

It is inconſiſtent with the Principles of Parity , and of Presbyte- 
r1an Government, that any farther Power should be given to De+» 
legates, but xo Hear, Try, and Report , but not to determine, ex- 
cept in fo tar as to hinder Innovation during the Delegation, without 
wiuch they could not prepare a Report : Yea, it is not fit they should 
give an Opinion in the Caſe Delegate, leaſt thereby they be preju- 
dicate, when they come to determine im the Aſſembly Delegant. 

That Delegation, or Commiffion to Determine, 1s inconſiſtent 
with the Principles of Presbyterian Government, t evident enough, 
when it is confidered, That it the. Aſſemblies of the Church can give 
Power to Delegates to determine in one point, they may in more, and/ 
conſequently in all; and thereby may Introduce a Prelacy. 

T heſtrongeſt ground of Parity, 15, 'That the leſſer number can- 
not have. Authority to over-rule the greater number, which cannot 
hold, it Delegates can determine. For inſtance, if a Pres bytery or 
Synod, can Delegate their Power toa part of their number : Thele- 
few can over-rule the whole Members ſeverally; and ſo the leſſer 
number over-rules the greater: This 1s more manifeſt, if a National 
Synod Delegate, Appeals from a Provincial Synod, thele Delegates, 
though far tewer than the Provincial Synod, will over-rule them, 
not only ſeverally, but joyntly ; yea, they may over. rule the whole 
Church leverally, if fo haye a general Commiſſion, or though 
their Commiſſion be ſpecial, they over-rule all in the Points com- 
mitred. 

The chicf Baſs of Parity in the Presbyterian Government, is, that 
all Eccleſiaſtical Power bath nit, and with it, an abſolute Duty of 
Exercing that Power ; whereof they cannot exoner themſelves, by 
leaving or giving that Pawer to others: And fo all the FunCtions of 
the Miniſtry are indiviſtible, and incommunicable ; and in this they 
differ from Civil Powers, which are Communicable, and which may 
be renvunced ; But Ecclefiaſtical Power 1s for the Lite of the per- 
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ſon [Impowered, and cannot be given tor a time: Andall Eccleſi- 
aſticks are Delegates of Chriſt, whoſe Meſſengers and Ambailadors 
they are, and in all Delegations, there is a ſpecial Confidence placed 
in the Delegates, which they cannot Commmunieate , unlels they 
had ſpecial Warrant ſo to do : For then it werea part of their Truſt 
to Delegate; other wayes the Delegants having reſted on the ſpecia) 
Truſt of the Delegates, to de the thing commitred ; no other but 
they can pretend that ſpecial 'Fruſt : Ir 15 true, - 1n matters common, 
for wich every Body is ſufficient, Delegates may Delegate to others, 
but in no other Caſe, where ſpecial qualifications are required. 

It is confaſtent enough with this. _ » that Delegats may pur 
in Execution the determmations of the Delegants : As when any 
Church Afembly doth appoint an Eccleſiaſtick Cenſure by publick 
reproof or Excommunication , Power may be given toone, to give 
2reproof, or to Excommunicate. "427+ ol 

Yea Delegats may propoſe and Deliberat upon any thing to be de- 
termined, and may give their Judgment.in it, and tranſmit the ſame 
with their reaſons to the Delegants , wherein ib they acquieſce, it un- 
ports their Approbation, as effeCtualy, as it they did returna ſpecial 
warrant to determine, which mult be done in theſe Aflemblies where 
the whole Delegants can not conveniently conveen, as in National 
Synods, wiich ought to have frequent Diets, at leaſt Annual. 
that if their Judgment agree not with the Juigement of the Genera- 
lity of theſe who Authorized them, the lame may be altered by the 
next Aſſembly : and certainly it ts the moſt ſafe and prudent way, that 


| National Synods of Delegats, before a final reſolution, tranſmit their 


Judgment unto their Delegants, with their reaſons , before a final 
determination, allowing their Delegants to. return: their judgment 
with their reaſons: as hath been done in confiderable alterations ine 
this Church; for inſtance, the Generall Aſſemblie did tranſmit the 
new Paxaphraſe of the Pſalms. to be Sung in Churches, to all the 
Presbyteries, before they did determinerhe Approbation thereof, and 
rczection of the former verſan. 
Presbyterics have no occaſion to give Commulſions for any more 
than an executive Power , their Diets being fo very trequenr. 
. Synods have not becnaccuſtomed ſato Delegar, having fixed Diets 
twiceayear, and. t Were very inconiiſtent with the Government if 


they should. Ge- 
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General Aſſemblies havenot been accuſtomed to give any other 
Delegations but executive , except in the time of War, an.! trouble,as 
in extraordinary caſes , which are not to be drawnin Example; for 
they being Delegats themſclyes, ought leaſt of any Church Aſſembly 
to Delegat; for if they can commit their Power to forty, certainly 
they may commit the ſame to fourteen : And if the Aſſembly should 
own that Power as the Supreme Eccleſialtick Authority National, 
to adjourn themſelvesat their pleaſure, without leaving the Annual 
Elections to their Conſtituents ; and should appoint Delegates in the 
mean time, certainly the Presbyterian Conſtitution, and the Parity of 
Miniſters would be overturn'd: Burt while they come with the fresh 
Sentimentsof their Conſtituents, and under their Annual returns,they 
are conſonant to Presbyterian Principles , and neceſſary for a Na- 
tional Church. 

It may be thought that the Actings of the Delegates bf General A/- 
femblies, can have no Inconvenience, ſeing they are accountable to 
the next General Aaflembly , who may alter their Determmations, 
and Cenlure themſelves ; yer this is far trom giving farisfaftion; For 
the Delegates of Aſſembliesare alwayes the moſt eminent Miniſters 
of the Church, whoſe influence will ſtill be able to maintain their 
own A&ings, and preſerve themſelves from Cenfurc. 

Theſe Principles of Parity being ſincerely followed, what can be 
more Regular, Innocent,and Uleful, than Presbyterian Government 
in the Church ? what can be more abſtra&t from encroachment on 
Civil Powers, or upon the temporal Intereſts of Men? And why is 
there ariſen of late ſo much ayerſion from this Government. 

There appears now a great alteration in the Inclination of this Na- 
tion, as tothe Church Government: For not long apoe, tiiere were 
few on this fide the River of Tay tor Epiſcopacy , but were generally 
ſo firm for Presbytery , that ſcarce could the ſevereſt Perlecution 
make them diflemble i : And on the Nerthern {ide of Toy, many 
were zealous for Presbytery, aud the reſt were only indifferent as'to 
Church Government, wherein there was little Alteration when K. 
Willem came into Brittan. But now the Presbyterians are thoughtts 
have loſt many of their Friends {ince Epiſcopacy was Abolished : 
And yet upon accurate conſideration, it will not be found that there 
is much alteration in judgement in this matter ; For what new Ar- 
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guments arethere now found againſt the nature and native conſequen - 
ces of Presbyterian Goverament ? Bur all the noiſe is from what is 
expected from the exerciſe thereof : For even thoſe who are tor the 
conſtitution in Parity do offend at its Abules, and fo are imagined 
to be changed in their -] udgment, when indeed they are not, Bur 
would be much more viſpleaſed it Epiſcopacy were again ſet up: 
Neither is there reaſon to apprehend that the Presbyterians in the 
preſent Circumſtances will re a& what was dune in former Caſes, 
ſeing that the Conſtitution and Diſpolicion of both Church and 
State do aſlure againſt it. Formerly rhe Nation was in War oppo- 
fing Ianovations in the Church, nos only without Law, but con- 
trary to Law : And theſe who werein Power, did chiefly preſerve 
the Unity of the People. by the influence of the Preachers; and fo 
were neceſſitate to ſuffer them to Exerciſe much more Power than 
was proper for them; cſpecially, there being ſo ſtrong a contrar 
Party countenanced by the King, whereby there arole ſo great diſtruſt 
in the Miniſtry, andſo much fear of the overturning of the Govern- 
meant of the Church, that they declajmed as zealouſly againlt any 
thing that might hazard the Government,as.af it had been in 1t ſelf un» 
lawtul. Is there avy fuch occaſion now ? when we are governed by ſo 
Religious Princes, and wh are fincerely for the prelerving of the 
Laws of both Nations, though contrary, only becauſe theſe oppo- 
lite Laws are ſuted to the appalite Inclinazzons of both ; and ot whom 
Neither Nation hath any juſt ground of Jealouſte: There is no doubt 
but the Civil Authority will both allow and preſervethe Church in 
their Rights, and wall not fufter them to exceed their Bounds. 

The apparent Alteration towards Epiſcopacy 1s exceedingly 
heightned by thoſe Minaſters who ſerved under Epaſcopacy; a great 
part-of them being 'Summarly removed, and the relt apprehend= 
ing to be alſo removed, make a greatnaiſe; and their People were 
much more conceraed out of a Generous Kindneſs to them, than 
out of any Perſwaſion of the Epiſcapal Government to be the only, 
or the better (Government of the Church, as it doth in part 
appear; and would appear much more 4f their Miniſters be conti- 
nucd with them : For though chele Miniſters should declare more: 
tor Presbytery then ever they did for Epiſcopacy , yet their People 
would make no farther naiſe; But the Truth 1s, the Change = 
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Sudden, and the Surpriſe great; ſo that neither the' offe nor other 
Par:y could fo readily diſpoſe themſelves to Unite and Cement after 
{uch wide and het Differences : Yet if the Epiſcopal Miniſters $hall 
come Honeſtly and Kindly over, and be tatrly Received into Pref. 
byreries, Synods, and General Aﬀemblies, there wilt be few found 
who will quit their Station,. for Eprſcopacy, or 'for-the late King, 
ſeing many cf them were forward enough againſt the bringing in of 
Popery; and being free of m—O_ King /ames, They: will not 
thmk themſelves obliged to imbroyte the Nation in War to Reſtore 
him; but while they had little hope to continue, they thought it more 
cheir Intereſt toſtick at the Civil Government than the Eccleſiaſticks. 
and to goout upon pretence of Loyalty, rather thart be repute in- 
ſufficient for the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, whereby they owned and 
animateda Party, which if it did prevail, they might expe tobe 
great Fayounites. | 
[t there be no fear of _—_ of the Government of the Church 
againſt rhe State, or ot any publick reproof, but inevident andatro« 
cious Sins, notour or proven's by the Ordinary -—-/ ppoomandn 
there would be no ground of averſion-in Princes or People. 
\ Butif there were any deſign or: ground of diſtruſt of altering the 
Church Goverament , and Re-eſtabluhing Epiſcopacy, it'would be 
moſt Pernicious to.the Peace and quiet of this Nation. Experience 
hath ſufficiently raught us what Miſeries have befalen this People, by 
the endeavours to introduce an Eſtablished: Epiſcopacy here , yea 
what fad Conſequences have ariſen from the attempts to make a Con- 
formity in Government, andCeremonies between the Churches of 
both Kingdoms. | | 
King James VI. was not only Favourable to, but fond'of the 
Presbyterian Government of this Church in which he was educated : 
Until the view of his Succeflion to the Crown of England came nears 
and then: he. uſed all Endeavours to introduce a Prelacy in this 
Church, but with greatRelu&tancy and DiflatisfaCtion, but it was not 
without. ground thought thar His Majeſty apprehended: there was a 
caloufie in the Church of Eng/and,that when he came to the Crown, 
e might make Alterations in that Church , ſo- that by bringing un 
Epifcopacy here, he: not only ayoided: their Suſpiczon , but engaged. 
their favour for his Peaccable Succeflion..” kg 
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' Iris nototwhow much DoCtor Laud a Bizhop of Canterbury did 
purſue the Deſign of Conformity and obtained a Liturgie, Canons, 
and an Ecclefiaſtick High Commiſſion to be impoſed on this King- 
dom without Conſent of Parliament, or General Afembly , and 
what troubles thereupon followed, have been fince buried in Obli- 
yion and are not fit to * Repeated. In the time of theſe troubles, 
as much Zeal did appear in this Church, tor _— Church 
of England to Uniformity with us, as they had for bringing us to a 
Conformity with them. 

Yet after the Doleful Conſequences of both theſe attempts, a 
Prelacy was ſet up here with av - gar of power,above what had 
ever been in any Chriſtian Church in the World, and that withour 
Conſent of any Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀembly : for by the AG of Parliament 
it was declared that every Bishop in his own Diocels calling to his A- 
fGiſtance ſuch Miniſters as he pleaſcd,had Power of Ordination;Inflict- 
ing of Church Centure,and doing all othey Acts of Church Diſcipline 
as freely as any Ecclehaſtick Authority in Seot/and ever had: Andat 
that time there was no Nartonal Synod or Aﬀlembly owned, and when 
thereafter aNational Synod was enaCted,it was to conſiſt of the Bruhops 
and Deans, and of the CR of each Meeting, and one Miniſter 
to.be.choſen/by them, the Arch-Bishop off St. Andrews as well as the 
Kings Commiſſioner having a Negative ; {@ that the Bizhops and theſe 
chefen by them, had. the Abſolute. Fower in this Synod., and the 
fole Power leverally in their Diocefſes,. without any Canon Eccle- 
ſiaſtick ordering the manner of Diſcipline. But this National Synod! 
took never effect, the Bighops being difhdent to conveen the ſame;. 
though they had lo great Advantages. 

King William in his Heroick and Happy Expedition into Britain, 
Gd Solzmnly declare againſt this grievous Incroachment upon the 
Church of Scotland ; and according to His Majeſties known Faith- 
fulneſs and Firmneſs, hath: been as good as His Word, in reſtoring 
.the Fresbyterian Governmenr:. of. this Church n all: its Aſſemblies 
-and Powers, as 1t was formerly Setled by rhe firſt Act of. the Parlia- 
ment holden inthe year 1592. And hath Contirmed the Confeſſion. 

of: Faith univerſally-Reccrved and Acquicſced in by this Church. 

How. unhappy then should it be for-any to Deſign the renewing of 
any, attempt for.this Conformity or Unitormity of the rwo Chorn 
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occaſioned thereby- 

Can there be a preater Demonſtration of the General Inclination 
of this Nationagamſt Prelacy ? Than that though the Bishops were 
introduced in the year 2662. and did. continue till the year 168g. 
During which ttme, the far greatelt part of all the Miniſtry an Score 
land was brought in by chemiclves, and though they had obtained a 
National Synod fully formed for their own Intereſt , yet they durſt 
never adventure to call it together, ſo diffident were they even of 
theſe Miniſters. (ES ' 

This National Averſion 1s yet farther Demonſtrated from this, 
that albeit Precacy had all the Stavures that the Bishops could delire 
on their behalf, and hadthem-put to Execution with the e@utmoſt 
Severity: Yetthere wasever tound.a Neceſhty ro keep up a ſtanding 
Army to uphold them, and'to ſuppreſs the Avertion of the People, 
and notwithſtanding thereof, there wore frequent Inſurrefions and 
Rebellions. IT | " Lye 26 ; 
T here was a terrible Deftsaction 1nthe Ficld, and an the Scaftold, 


.and at laſt, the Souldiery were Authorized, ſummarly wuthout Pro» 


ceſs or Record, ro Kill whomevecthey met with, who gave them 
not SatisfaCtian to ſuch Queſtions as they 1aid they did propoſe 20 
them. Shall the King then beat the Expence of « Conſtant Arm 

inthe moſt prefound Peace, to maintain a Prelacy. here? Albert 
there were andare manyiDiſlentersm . Ewg/and, there was no ftand- 
ing Army there, tilla few years in the end of the laſt Reign: Yet 
Scotland behooved to be under a ftanding Army, though it be moſt 


-unhit for this Nation, abounding much more in Men to ſerve other 


Countries, than in Riches to mamtain Soulders att Home. 

Let none deceive themielves or others, by qv ahat Epiſ- 
Copacy with tuch 's Toleration as an Emglend would ſufhice; for 
there was frequent Indulgences to the Preabyteriians im Scotland , by 
Minfters Fir: ger bythe King , andallowedtothave Churchesand 
Benefices10the places wheve the Poople were-mal affetedtoPres- 
byterie; andthereafter indhe year 1679, Kang Chanle:rgave:a Gene= 
ral Tolleration fer all People who would have, Pregbyrornn Mini. 
ſters at their own Charges to have them : Did thu ſecure the Peace, 


or caſe the King and Kingdom ofa ſtanding Aewy ? 
0 


or to {ct upPrelacy here again, after ſo great Calamiries as have been 
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' Noprudent Prince or State will at ſuch acharg thwart the Incli- 
clinat.on of a Nation, in that which they do Acknowledge not to 
be ne effary; it any pleale to Read Doftor Hlens Hiſtory, he will 
rell them tat the Province of Biſcey in Spain would never admit of a 
Bishop, which was yeilded ro them by the King of Span, though the 
moſt Devoted to: the Sea of Rome: How much more Realon is there 
not to Defign or atempt Epiſcopacy here ? Suppoſe the one half of 
the Nation only were addicted to Presbytrie and the other halt 
would prefer Prelacy ; Is there any ingenuous and Judicious perſon 
will ſay, that thele have the'like AﬀeCtion to Prelacy , as the other 
have to Presbytrie? Or that they would not Peaceably accept: of 
Presbytrie, Ating moderatly according tothe Principles of —_— 

It remains to be cleared what is the manner of Calling and EleCt- 
ing of Miniſters and Elders upon Presbyterian Principles, 

The Call of the Miniſters m this Church was by Preſentations 
from Patrons in Kirks'Patrenate, deſigning ſuch Perſons.to be Mini- 
ſters, and dire& to the Presbytery to T'ry and Receive them : Which 
Preſentations were dire& to Bishops when they were in the Church, 
and if they did refuſe to Ordain, Chagas of Horning were direct 
againſt chem ; whereby they — to Suſpend , either upon 

bedienceby granting collarion- and Initirunion,. or otherwayes to 

Sshow reaſonsot their refuſal, whereof theſe in Civil Authority were 

Judges , whither the Reaſons of Refuſal were ſufficient or not ,, and 

accordinply they did either Suſpend the COT them or- 

derly proceeded as they found Juſt and Reaſonable. | 

But now by an A& of Parliament in the ſecond Seſſion -of this: 
Current Parliament, the Power of Prefentation is- taken» from 
Patrons , and the way of Calling of Miniſters is by the Heretors 
and Elders, which 1s not yet a pure Eccleſiaſtick Order;. for 
Heretors as ſuch, have no Eccleſaaſtick Authority , but it is pro- 
vided, that if the Heretors and E\ders differ in the Perfon called, thar 
the Presbtery shall Judge ; and that if perſons be not fo offered with- 
in fix Months, that the Presbytery ball proceed to Ele& and Or- 
dain without Preſentation : This A of Parliament doth not Con» 
ſtitute the Heretors and Elders to be one joynt Authority, but on the 

contrary, the Presbytery judging if the Heretors and Elders diſagree, 

1mports that the Hereters and the Elders muſt proceed in Jiftin& 
| | K Meet _ 


34) 
Meetings : And ſteing'the Presbytery is to judge in caſe of Defference, 


they may not proceed by Arbitrement, but muſt hear the Reaſonsof .. 
both Parties, andjudgethe ſame: And therefore if there be no juſt 7 


Qbje&ion againſt the perſon offered by either Micetings the Pres. 
bytrie sh@uld take advice of the Parish by'calling the Maſters of Fa- 
milies free or Scandal, for there is no Reaſon to give equal Vote ta, 
Wives, Children of the Familie , andServants with the Maſters of 
Famihkes who have an. unqueſtionable Authority oyer their Families 
both in matters Sacred and Ciyil., and yet the Presbytrie ought to 
hear the.Obje&tions even of the rainor part , which was jul 2 al- 
lowed when the Edi of the perſon to. be elefted was affixe upon: 
the Church door that any might Object before EleQion, 

As to the Ele&tion of Elders, there is much more unclearneſs, 
becauſe there is nothing to show how the firſt Elderships were Con- 


ſtitute after the Reformation;) But thereafter the Elderships did al- 


waycs cheole Eldersin the place of theſe Dead/or Removed, yea the 
might add, though neither of thele caſes occurred, becaule there 15 
no definite number of Elders for a Congregation, The Burrowes 
have retained a peculiar Cuſtom for changing their Elders yearly 
which can-only import that the exerciſe ot that charge af the Office 
for the rime $hall ly-upon theſe that are 1o eledted ,, for there 1s no 
Reaſon why an Elder 1s not for life as well asa Miniſter, 

The difficulty remains where there is no Eldership,. who should 
Ele& them, wherein there is no fixed Cuſtom, nor unqueſtionable 
Prefidentin this Church : For even when new Congregations. were 
Eretted by diviſion of greater Congregations, the Elders in the 
bounds of the new Congregation continued to be Elders in the fame 


| and ele&ed more if hay ad need. 


Where there is no Eldership, the P resbyterian Conſtitution will not allow that 
the Miniſter orany one perſon should Ele& , but only a Church Aſſembly, ſo thar 
it muſt be the P resbytrie can EleR the Etders, yer there is no doubr, but the Con- 

regation hath als much intereſt jn the call of Elders as in the call of Miniſters , and 
therefore the Maſters of Families free of Scandal , or the plurality of chem char up- 
on Intimationdo conveen should call perſous: ro be offee to the P resþyrrie to 
Ele&; who shonldTiot reje theſe perſons unleſs they show” Juſt Reaſons of their 


Inſufficiency, and if they rejet- any upon theſe Reaſons they should allewnew Ee 


lection in the place of theſe re)eRted if the reſt were nota ſuſligient number, 
ATE; 
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